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from the diet entirely for a time and to nourish the patient exclusively by 
nroteid food in a finely divided state (scraped beef, Hamburg steak, sweet- 
breads, fish, calves’ brains, egg albumin, gelatin). All food should be so 
served that it requires very little mastication. If there is an absence of free 
hydrochloric acid after test-meals, this should be supplied in gelatin capsules 
during and after meals.— International SUiiaxl Magaane, 1901, vol. x. p. 321 
Du Allen Jones knows of no remedy for gastric fermentation which 
compares in efficiency with the following: Cerium oxalate, 1; bismuth sub¬ 
carbonate, 2; calcined magnesia, 4 parts. Of the mixture, one-half to one 
teaspoonful should be given, stirred in a quarter of a glass of water at 10 
A sr 3 p.m., and 9 p.m., or thereabnuts as to time. Flatulency subsides, 
gastric discomfort disappears, and the bowels are usually opened, at times 
too much so, when the dose should be reduced. 

Dr. Carl von Noorden gives a full tablespoonful of chloroform, 1, in 
water, 50, immediately after lavage. The lavage should be practised in the 
evening two houre after the last meal. In the beginning of treatment the 
stomach should be washed out in the morning for a few days. Two-and-one- 
half to three grains of thymol are administered in wafers after each meal. 
Ibid., pp. 342, 345. 

The Use of Ice Per Rectum in Narcotic Poisoning.— Dr. Willis Com- 
mings notes that ice introduced into the rectum produces very promptly 
temporary return to consciousness in opium-poisoning. Instances are 
reported of chloral, coal gas, and strychnine-poisoning in which ice was 
successfully used. Immediate results have been claimed in alcoholic coma, 
“ supposed diabetic coma," coma from ascites with cardiac insufficiency. 
When instant stimulation of the vasomotor or sympathetic centres is needed 
ico per rectum will be found an efficient aid.— Merck's Archives, 1901, vol. 
iii. p. 86. 

The Use of the Suprarenal Capsule in Diseases of the Heart. Dr. 
Samuel Hoerscheim, from an analysis of the histories of one hundred 
patients, reaches the following conclusions: After the administration of the 
suprarenal powder the following was observed: (1) A weak and irregular 
acting heart became stronger and more regular ; (2) a dilated heart was con¬ 
tracted ; (3) a diffused apex-beat became localized : (4) a diffused, loud, and 
rough mitral regurgitant murmur became localized, smoother, and lessened 
in intensity, while in some cases the murmur disappeared ; (5) a murmur 
which, owing to the extreme weakness of the heart, could scarcely be heard, 
became more distinct, thus aiding in the diagnosis ; (6) the normal cardiac 
sounds, when distinct, became clearer and more easily distinguished ; (7) in 
some cases a rapid pulse became less rapid; in other cases a slow pulse 
became faster; (8) patients who were very weak, with organic heart disease, 
were improved ; (9) no efTect was observed in organic heart disease when the 
pulse was strong and regular.— New York Medical Journal, 1901, vol. lxxiii. 
p. 847. 

Resorcin as a Preservative for Suprarenal Extract Solution.— Dr. Sey¬ 
mour Oppenheimer, after experiments with boric acid, camphor, glycerin, 
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mercuric chloride, silver salts and alcohol, recommends a 1 per cent, aqueous 
solution of resorcin. To each ounce of this solution sixty grains of the desic¬ 
cated suprarenal extract are added. The quantity necessary for daily ubo is 
filtered, and thus a clear solution is obtained.— Laryngoscope, vol. x. p. 187. 

Treatment of Burns in Infan cy and Childhood.— Dr. Charles Warren 
Allen, for local application for burns of the first and second degrees, knows 
nothing better than a 1 per cent, aqueous solution of picric acid. This gives 
almost immediate relief from pain, and healing takes place rapidly. After 
the burned area has been coated once or twice with the solution a thin layer 
of absorbent cotton may be applied dry, and over this a layer of impervious 
tissue, and, finally, as much cotton as may be required for warmth, protec¬ 
tion, exclusion of air and germs, and over this a loose bandage. The pain 
of erythematous areas may be greatly relieved by local baths containing 
potassium nitrate or bicarbonate in saturated solution. When there are 
raised water blisters these may be carefully cut away at the edge, and a layer 
of cotton soaked in a saturated solution of potassium chlorate to which a little 
glycerin is added may be applied over the wound. In deep and extensive 
burns a permanent bath offers one of the best means of securing comfort. 
Among soothing remedies the old “ carron oil ” is the best known, and prob¬ 
ably most extensively used. It has the advantage of being easy of prepara¬ 
tion from ingredients easily obtained. It is well to add some antiseptic and 
boric acid powder (5 per cent.), thymol (1 to 1000), carbolic acid (1 to 500), 
or orthoform (1 per cent.) are recommended. An important point is to 
refrain from removal of the dressings. If this layer of gauze, cotton, or 
cheese-cloth comes next the wound these need not be taken up, but the 
application may be applied over and through the dressings.— Pediatrics, 
1901, vol. xi. p. 224. 
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Syncytioma Malignum.—In the Edinburgh Medical Journal, May, 1901, 
MacKenna contributes an article in which he has collected the statistics 
of 78 cases. The average age of the patients was thirty-three years, and in 
most of them a hydatid mole or abortion bad preceded the development of 
the disease. In 38 cases hydatid mole preceded parturition at term in 24, 
abortion in 15, and premature labor in 1. The disease made its appearance 
in 6.9 weeks after delivery at term, in 11.4 weeks after abortion, and in 10 
weeks after hydatid mole. As regards metastases, in 33 the lungs were 



